‘Brentwood-Datlington-based early childhood
development program saved by city
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rom THE BEE

Al social servboe apencizs
i de plug Fundin[:.sapsl
seme of Southeast Fonbnd's
foweincome  familkes  sroggle
moe than ever 1o moke ends
meel. Seie Sypervisor at nonprof
it Fonlord Imgect, a comsmumity
action ppency locatetd in the
Brentwood-Darlingron
Cummuniqr fenter, has waiched
in dismay a1 e elfon 1o alloviae
povery  hoes  beon prowing
increasingly difficudr. :

“We'na like lodle saitbaak in a
hugez  ocean,”  says  Ponland
Tmipact's Varen-Child  Spucizlis
suparvisor Cherpl Trosper, "5o
many of cur (amilles hove gresier
siressoes in Uher Ii'.-Es, bemivae
e eoonarmy s preery bleak and
socinl servioes sren as avollabbas
aa Uy wed o be”

Traeptr lns wodked in Pordand
Imfact’s earty chadhood progmm
for abowt 12 yesrs—almoat
a5 lomg as she's gosided bn
the  Woodsiock  neiphbodood,
Crginally, her progrom, primasily
oepeed Southeast  Portlasd
Families with 47202, 97206 and
o721 ZIP codes, Tt Floriseas
Pomland families recently became
elipible oo,

Included & dwe many fomily-
oeienled servioes which Teosper
apd uall provide 5 o develop-
: propram o prenal 1o
b, earchd chikden, Additional
services include puided incersc-
ljun berween children and par-
ems, developmenial scresnings,
education, heme visis and refee-
2l for health eare, wilicy bills und
TEnE AESISIE0CE.

*Cur parenis bave their chil-

dren, but they covldn't alfeard 10
g oul ard boy this eady child-
hood service,” Trosper says.

“Aboat Tour yenss apo, with the
ensel o the molioonl recessdnn,
Trosper begen o see Soulweas
Forland's low-lnceme  families
flaad Tewer job options, O wop of
that, sae bidger culs (onced
Fonkbnd Impact e search far
other fending sousces.

“We've had o pget crentive,”
says Trasper “Fomunately, the
Cay al Ponland siepaed in, with
o thres-yaar pram from the

Chibsen's Invasmont Fune, Mo

lamilties in Manheist Pertland ars
inchuded in the ol of 215 ¢l
diren ey SR VEL T

“Thee anly reason we have been
abls to contlie s becsuss we gat
ez Chiidhen's lnvesument fumd-

inp," Trosper adds,
The Children's [nvastment
Famd Inernet wizbsie

(worw, childrznsimvesume nfund,
arg) rerninels ug that Prctkaned von-
pis passed Mezsuse 25-33 In
002, creating iz Childien’s
irvestment  Fend  (CIFD. That
resubied i appronimaely SES
miflion a year for five peas o
“help chiddren amive a8 school
ready o demrn, provide safe and
oconstructive afier-school alerna-
uves for kigs, and prevens chikd
abuse ered meglect and family
h'H:IIH.'II:E

AL Pestond Impact, tha Parem
Eimdl'mgmm meels CIF'S iget
ed wulnerable populsion—hl-
dren, Ascarding 1o Columhiz
University's Madonal Conter For
Children I Poverty wehaje
{wwm.nccporg), 16 poscont (130,
229} of Dregon's el of BY13202
childsery Live in familizs with
imeames 3 or  below e

poverly level,

OF the famibas enralled
Portlapd  Impact's Pacent Child
Frogrn, almos 90 percens live
near or below ihe ledeml pover-
ty lewel, which in 2004 was tet o
$12400 for o family of owo.
Abpue rwo tinds af the clienis
receive Tamporary Assisince For
Meedy Famslies. ‘Twonty-seven
pereenl uns sinple pawems, Thimys
five percont-have ao high school
diplama, Abow 48 percent pri-
marily  spezk cilfier  Tussion,
Spaglsn, Chinee,. Vietnumess of

~Apothoe Aziandnomeae

Mezamwhile, adding o some
Enwmmqhuq-}—r[ﬂuﬁaspar‘s

".-i:w I5 the way welfame-re-viork

programs penalize [amiies. "l
the pasi families seemod o have
more  stkilig.  Wah  welfae
reform, moie sad more of our
famibies zee being forced o
non-divable woge jobs and they
lese access o senvioes, For cxame
ple, they lose dw Oregon Healids
Plan, or they don't qualify Tor
TWead S

Back wihen Trosper  staned
working al Porland Impact, pore
enis in Families ecening welfare
benefis wese penmned 1 go w0
sehaot for o yeaes, “Then i was
recduced 1w one year, then six
mmoeuls, den you panicpared in
their job programs,” she recilis
“They slowly reduced the educa-
tional eppommites tar woald
Fsve given paren the abdicy o
fined 3t Livable wage job”

- A5 for Ticsper, “building come

. rovanlny™ means thal social senvie-

¢ shoulkd be axtendad o a spanit
ef unbissed kindpess: “The fami-
lies we serve coold easily B2 ug,
our sisters, our brothes, our
daughiens.”



