	



	Sponsored by
[image: image1.png]





 HYPERLINK "http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/bzj.portland/article_page;pos=print_spons;sz=3x3;kw=portland;ord=1225126017.690846.31979?" \t "_blank" 
[image: image3.jpg]ot







Friday, October 24, 2008

Renew Portland Children’s Levy

Portland Business Journal

	


Even considering the turmoil roiling the financial markets, it’s difficult not to support the Portland Children’s Levy.

Vote yes.

The Portland Children’s Levy — Measure 26-94 — isn’t even a new tax. It simply renews the levy at exactly the same rate voters approved in 2002. The 0.4026 cents per $1,000 of assessed property value will cost the owner of a $300,000 home about $10 per month.

Even at that modest rate, the fund will generate about $14 million annually over the next five years.

Levy dollars support the Portland Children’s Investment Fund, which helps subsidize a host of programs, including early childhood education, after school and mentoring and child abuse prevention and intervention.

The $42 million funneled into 67 programs over the past five years has helped a host of local charities, including the Albertina-Kerr Centers, Big Brothers-Big Sisters, Metropolitan Family Services and the Urban League of Portland.

Countless studies point to the effectiveness of early childhood education programs. These critical programs help keep kids in school and out of jail. One study estimates that as much as $17 is saved for every dollar spent on early childhood education. The average cost to jail a juvenile offender is $59,000 per year.

Loss of the funds might spell the end for cash-strapped local nonprofits, many of whom are finding it difficult to raise cash from private donors as the economy continues to struggle.

The fund has also received glowing annual audits since it took effect five years ago.

Simply put, there’s no reason to oppose this levy. The scant opposition centers around a philosophical disagreement about how to fund these efforts, not the need for investment in early childhood programs.

In their literature, campaign supporters call the fund the city’s “most cost-effective, proven and accountable investment” in the future.

They’re right. Vote yes.

