Portland Childrens Levy Approved
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Measure 26- 94, which renews a five-year Portland property tax levy that pays for grants to non-profit organizations providing early-childhood education, after-school and mentoring programs passed easily. The levy will also finance services for foster children for the first time.

"I think Portland voters have proven that although these are tough times and concerns about jobs and mortgage payments are on people's minds, I think they recognize a good long-term investment in the city's kids," said City Commissioner Dan Saltzman, who spearheaded the levy and leads a committee that approves the grants. 

The levy will raise $14 million a year at a cost to taxpayers of about 40 cents for each $1,000 of a property's assessed value.

The program serves about 16,000 children a year. Proponents argue that investments in children pay off in the long run. Opponents say the city wastes money and ought to trim spending on other programs before asking taxpayers 

