“chiildrerr proves sztccessfiel ori 7rraarzy cotirzts

A place to helP

"' _By KARA BRIGGS .-
“THE OREGONIAN .. . .

"§ Yhe Multnhomah County Chil-.
: . dren's Receiving Center openec
.~ -A_ two years ago and has, ever. .
, since, quietly been caring f6r abuised
and neglected children. = - |
* On Northeast 102nd Avenue at
. .Bumside Road, the'center aims to -
temporirily.house children who have:
been-removed from their homes for -
* the first time. Children can stay at the
. center for as long as three days, giving
their caseworkers ime to find the best
possible foster care placementsor  °
make arrangements for the children to
returmn home.. - :
" The Dregon Department of Human
“Services iecently refeased the results .
from its study of the center's first year
- and the 236 children it served.
- . The center served slightly more than
. half of the Multnomaely County chil-
dren between ages 4 dnd 12 wha ere
taken into state custody berween jan.
‘31, 2003, und Feb, 1, 2004, The center,
targets children in that age range, but
It takes older and younger children
who amrive with thelr siblings.
. Duringthat period, another 205
" children who tould have gone to the
center wentdirecty Into the care of
foster parents or relatives, .
The study compares the two groups.
The biggest difference berween the
groups involved children from the
same families.
Seveniy-two percent of siblings who
stayed ar the cenier were keprt together
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Children:
Center can’t
afford to run
at full capacity
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in fosmt care — compared with 48
percent of siblings who did nat go

to ‘the cemter. The percenlage of .

sibltngs  kepr togeiher  climbed
through 2004 to about B percent,
said Ral Abrans, the-Departmint
of Fuman; Services' -Multnomah
Couny comtiunity manuger

.Chad Wesipha!, the "Christie

Schoal program manoger for the'’

center, said die importance of the
bond -between siblings .can't be
uveruumalcd.

~ *It can make all the difference
when you go through a time like
this,” Wesiphal said. “You have
your flesh and blood rght with
yau. Someone who undemstands
the trauma you went throu

They do o l{lgum.l job of sup-
penting each other along with our
stafl.”

The study also found that the
‘center’s children were retumed
home sconer than those who went
direcll inito foster care. The cén-
ter's
10 be moved among different fos-
ter homes than the othas childdren,
“It's nmnz.ing 10 me,"” Abrams
said. “I don't think we were parde-
ularly looking for those autcomes.”

The center, wis approved by.

Multnomeh County voters in 1996,
as pan of a-levy 1o-build falls. The
levy set aside 34 million for the §12
-million project. The money sat in
the bank for years while state and

Incal officials — leg) by Dan-Saltz--

man, then a county commissioner
and now a Partland city comsmis-
sioner — hammered cut @ plin for
*the center's prograrm,
The common wisdom witen the
center opened was that it would
“help keep children from being re:
treumatized by .the state -system.
Stories were told .5t govemnment
meetdngs abaut children waiting
for hours in offices while casewark-
ers called foster homes [naking for
" placements, or; fiding around in
police ¢ars for hiotus while oficers
'w:umd for instuctions .about
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‘to et exclied 'nhuut mceting the, cenmr 1o one ties fo be thn par‘

fldren also were Jess likely -

Wesxplml said. A feiv fees nwn}"

from the center’s front office; be-
hind suundpmuf walls, children
are living in the heart of the buitd-

Angs. The office is a comparatively -
impersonal place where' fareds, ..ty

have heiped prevent the most
woublesome  problems in the
child protective system, such as
the Dec. 17 death of Ashton Parris,
a 15-manth-pid Clackamas Coun-
‘boy in state custody hut living

sometife angry cmes. aremet by with his pasents, or the caSe of Jor

staff.

ulients with a granola bas, o
of fruit juice and stffed anim
Children are invited o pick"s 1oy
and take it with them when. thny
leave,

The: nonprafic Christe School,
near Loke Oswego, pmwdm n
wide array of mental health' secv:
icos. The center, unlike Christie’s'.
other programs, is o short-tenm

“shelter where “traumitized “chil®

dreit receive immedlate care,? The, -
children -ure ofien sleeping awny
from home for the first time, .

. Ak sonn as they fiet harc’ we -
start telling dhem thingsilike; ‘We
have a boy here who lsaboutyaur.
age,’ " Westpha! snid:-“They start -

otherkids.*
“The lnsumtionn! fcelings end

gh. once childsen Jeave the front.of

fice, Inside” the living | ared, ‘thé'

rainbow- colors of chitdren'stort-,

work cover the walls. On a:recent .

moming, a teddler sat- nnppingl‘

with her face nestled in.a pl!]aw.
An adolescent inlked-sofily to & .
sl member about her andaty .
over an upcoming court hearing.
A boy ran to the Kichen, whesea
turkey sandwich waited for him,

The state ~ contracts with
Christie. for cight of the 16 beds.
The center.can accept maore: thari
elght chifdren when muiltiple fam-
ly groups add tp t6:a-highef
number. It also takes older and
yaunger children who are past of
eligible sibling graups.

Westphal and Saltzman want
the center 1o operate closer.1o its

capacity, bur there isn't. mnrmy o -

eoxpand,
Last year, the’ annmnem of

Humen Services nifice in Clacka™ - Westphal sald. "We had 10 gt ot

mns County expressed interest In
using some of those empty beds, .

Abrams 5ald, but it fan short ot' .

maney,

s not clear. Abmms mit!
whmher a rccewing cemer :uuld

“If the program works .
- véwillbe able to .

.. .ur.dan Knapp, a 5-year-old. fostet - -
- Siff members great lhniryuung‘
st

-child also from Clackarons County -
ho was found-brufsed and ema-
t3ntd earlies last sidnih;-

i - “nsultively, the center could
mnkcn difference,” Saltzman sald.
At least, he said, children” at the

cenlnr would have ‘mose staff- -

supervised iteraction with thelr .
parents, Ciseworkers would-have -
smore opportunity (o refer parents.
" for wehiment programms, The cen-

JTer wotld give caseworkets: timé,
a5 the study found, to idendfy n
guod fosterheme. =~ -
-1 “For ‘mast t:hilt[mn,..Wcstphnl
sald the center i a-transiion bps
tween. home “and_{osterieare:”
Many l;hlltlmh aren’t teady'to ad-
Just'1a'a new mony and dad In'the
Jorm of foster parents, But.at the

"We nm highly prnrv.ssinnnl.
"Westphal sald.-"Weinre nurturing
‘and carpg. But we don't cross.a
“line ‘where we- becotné ‘the: fodil
puint. the:parent of thes; chil-

y. the time the chi]dxen hm
mn y Ip open up to parental fig-
‘'ures again, they’re on thelr way to
foster parents or relatives, he s nId.

'S Ty

'The center has an.annus) bud'g- .

et of abotit $500,000, which comes
from the levy-financed Children's
InvestmentFund, state grants and |

‘private doriors. US ‘Sens, Ron~ ©-

" Wyden gnd Gordon Smith of Dse-

_gon last year ohtained:$500,000 in
“federal money to suppurl lhe ci:n

e .

“Inttially, wa had & pret:y shun
life span because people wantad -
to know this would be-etfective,”

und find addidongl funding. It was

redlly Imporsent 1hat wa got, lhe .

federal funds.”
The Cheistie Sr_hnol alsa mises

muneymkeepthecentempuu.
~The center’s .early - supporters

Jincluded * the. local communlty.
‘The Gataway Business Associstion
donated a mitnivan the centet uses -,

““ular: schoals, ;Mopey - fom' the'

Crrraiins Thhari Randwal Dierdet .

i unighbuthotj

. dafly to drive children to thelr regs .

- §4We are highly
prafessional. We are
nuituring and caring. But
we doir’t.cross a line where
we became the facal point,
the patent of these

- - cliildren.!?.

*.CHAD WESTPHAL,
THE CHRISTESCNDG rROGRAN
MANAGER FOR THE GIILOREN'S
. li(I)Vl!lG CENTER

3 ‘vi 'A " R
xhe ﬁrstYnar wera fmm l:ast Mult-
" pomih County,
F.The.numbers of abuse and ne-
glecl-cnsm -arevincreasing east of
Intérsial 05".{5:}1[1 YAbrams, . the
anmmcnt BEHman Services
-community . manogér. They ase
Uec.lhﬁngincemraanrdmd
- The Depanment af. Human
+Services plitfis o open-a brancly
-office iin *Gieslism's :Rockwaod -
- alieddy  has
branch ‘offices, near “‘downtawn
Greishéh find 6n Southeast Pawell
Boulevard at 122nd Avenue, -
In 2004, the- center’s sccond
year of nperaton, the number of
chitdren cnndnucd to grow, Wast-
phalsaid. °.-: :
So far; the cemcr’.s srongest
supparters. are thé- children wha'

_havcsmycd there, - '

“We den't go a monthwithotit o
groug of kids catning by to say hl,”
Westphal said. “They bring theis
foster patents or their bisth par-
ents, They say, You've got m )
this plece.' They ase ‘coming to
show their appreclaton,”

e
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