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A city committee decided today how Portland will spend $4.96 million from the Children's Levy for foster care programs over the next three years. 

When voters renewed the levy in 2008, they added foster care to the early childhood, mentoring, after-school and child abuse prevention programs that receive money. The levy is slightly more than 40 cents per $1,000 of assessed property value and will produce about $13 million a year for five years. 

According to the state Department of Human Services, there are 1,700 children in foster care in Multnomah County. Children in foster care are more likely to become homeless and less likely to graduate from high school, officials say. 

The allocation committee, chaired by City Commissioner Dan Saltzman, chose nine programs to fund out of 16 applications. The committee focused on programs that serve children of color. Native Americans, for example, make up less than 1 percent of Multnomah County's population, but 22 percent of the children in foster care. 

The winning programs: The Native American Youth and Family Center; Self Enhancement Inc. foster care program; Boys & Girls Aid, Wendy's Wonderful Kids Program; Janus Youth Programs Inc., Insights Teen Parents Program; Big Brothers Big Sisters Columbia NW, Project Hope; Emanuel Children's Hospital, Medical Home for Children in Foster Care; Impact NW, Children's Relief Nursery; and Juvenile Rights Project. 

Today's meeting was the second of three to make fund allocations. Two weeks ago, the committee allocated $12.3 million over three years to 30 after-school and mentoring programs. Next week, the fund will allocate $12 million to early childhood programs and $7.3 million to child abuse prevention and intervention programs. 

For more information, click on www.childrensinvestmentfund.org/ 

--James Mayer;jimmayer@news.oregonian.com
