



PDX Update

The Portland Tribune, Feb 22, 2008, Updated 23 minutes ago 

ELECTION

Levies could fill ballot

Portland’s general election ballot is beginning to fill up with money measures.

The City Council on Wednesday referred a renewal of the Children’s Investment Fund to the November ballot. If approved by the voters, it would raise around $74 million in property taxes over the next five years.

The referral follows an earlier council vote to place a street maintenance fee, championed by Commissioner Sam Adams, on the November ballot. It would raise $464 million through a fee charged on city water and sewer bills.

The Portland Community College board of directors already has referred a $374 million bond measure to the voters for various campus improvement projects.

Still under consideration is a Multnomah County public safety levy being developed by board Chairman Ted Wheeler that could cost $25 million to $30 million a year, and a Portland Public Schools facilities levy that would cost at least $900 million.

