CHILDREN'S INVESTMENT FUND MEETING COMMENTS 6/30/2003

NOTE: The black lines separate each person's comments.

Ensure funding for culturally specific programs administered by

community-governed agencies.

I am very concerned about the proposal evaluation guidelines - they are the

"same old, same old" they clearly are outlined in a format that continues to

exclude the most marginalized and needy communities. These guidelines

clearly are written specifically for large mainstream organizations that

historically have not served people of color, persons with disabilities etc.

in general I was very discouraged by this process. If you have any questions

please call me.

Nichole J. Maher

(503) 288-8177 ext. 201

Need to have founders coordinate more effectively their investments in early

childhood. Government, foundations, united way, business, individual donors

etc.

________________________________________________________________________


*
It is going to be very important that agencies are not

forced to compete against each other, to some extent, this could happen

geographic wise because of Portland's' large area.


*
There are few culturally specific culturally competent

agencies in the ECE system that offers parent education. The ones that exist

need more funding, as the Parent Child Development Service through the

family centers (IRCO/VOA/NHHH). It would be good to see stable funding to

those programs, beet if other culturally specific agencies with new

parenting programs can meet the evaluation pieces and prove that their

programs could assist and do well, they should exist as well. 


*
Parents of all various backgrounds, should be encouraged to

assist with this process; refugees, immigrants, parents of color,

disabilities, single, married etc....


*
It was nice to see so many different agencies here today and

that various groups were invited!

It continues to concern me how we will fund proven best practice programs in

strong organizations without excluding marginalized culturally competent

agencies (don't reinvent the wheel make it more inclusive). I m also

concerned duplication of programs and programs competing with each other. Id

rather see the best funded rather than have existing programs add new

programs in subject areas they have no experience in. (just adding a new

piece to get funding)

Hope this doesn't mean anything to how the funding will be decided. That was

the most haphazard process I have ever seen for such an important decision.

Don't ask a writer to facilitate a complicated process like this. 
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Pleased with the recognition of community concerns re: inclusion of children

with disabilities consideration of promising as well as proven programs

(promising to whom could become important again it makes sense to me to

recognize community input in determining promise); an commitment to take a

fresh slat approach still consider pre-existing programs. This initiative

has great potential to be a national model and a huge local success. 

Keep it as open and community based as possible. Good luck!!

Ps lunchtime slot much appreciated


*
Do not take PSU evaluation cost estimates! Many founders use

3-5% of grant for evaluation as appropriate. Contracts with independent

evaluation consultants are cheaper and just as good.

According to both statewide and local research studies undertaken in recent

years (governors' council on domestic violence, Multnomah county Health

Dept.), Many thousands of children in our community are living in homes

where domestic violence is occurring, About 2/3 of those kids are seeing and

or hearing the violence many as frequently as once a month.

The impact on children varies, from minimal to severe, depending on a host

of mitigating factors, on of the biggest being whether or no there is

intervention with that family and that child.

Attention to domestic violence impact on children in Multnomah County must

be a part of Allocation decisions for these funds. It is not a separate

issue, it is not adequately addressed by the (ever-decreasing) funding that

goes to the DV services system, and lack of services specifically designed

to address the needs of child DV witnesses will undermine the success of the

other things we try to build to promote healthy development.

Only a small number of children in Multnomah County are receiving services

currently; it is truly an underserved issue and population. Thank you for

keeping this on you radar screen as you move forward with you decisions.

Kris Billharot

VOA Family Center Director

Past Chair, Family Violence Coordination Council

(503) 771-5503

kbillharot@voaor.org <mailto:kbillharot@voaor.org>

Have you considered sending out the draft RFP to the community members that

attended the meeting? Ask for input to be sent back within a week or two,

and then refine/ finalize RFP as necessary. (In lieu of hearing)

I would definitely oppose levy money paying for outside review of every

proposal that gets presented. Theoretical, academic review will take too

long. And the organizations suggested have very distinct bents that would

prejudice the outcome. You are going to wipe out all of you most promising

programs by bogging it all down needing approval for " the authorities" the

same ones currently running a broken system!

Voting to run proposals there these 3 academic entities was abroad decision

and a waste of the levy money.   

Improving quality of service needs to be considered and is not necessarily

covered by the concept of  "increased capacity" as defined today, i.e.

limited to number of children served.

For example childcare quality has been severely compromised by lack of to

and personnel and low compensation.

A proposal, based on the success of programs in Seattle and San Francisco to

provide incentives for training, about fit your criteria of "increased

capacity." I suggest you broaden capacity to include improved quality, or

capacity to provide quality... for children.

Has the allocation committee made any commitments to providing any

percentage of the funds to child bus prevention and intervention in the

first two years of the effort? I ask because you have discussed allocating

up to 500,000 to a single program per year for two years. If you are willing

to allocate 25% of total funds to one program in one category I have to

wonder if any funds will be available for the other categories.

Frank Beltzer

Development Director

CARES Northwest

(503) 331-2416

fbetzer@LHS.org
July 2, 2003

Dear Mr. Olshin and members of the Children’s Investment Fund Allocation Committee,

At the recent open meeting regarding the Children’s Investment Fund, you urged community members to give further input in writing if we had additional ideas that would help you in the daunting task of strategically dispersing these funds to the many worthy programs that so desperately need them.  I am acting on that invitation here.

I am the Associate Director of Peninsula Children’s Center, a member of Stand for Children, and a longtime advocate for children and families in Portland.  I see the children and families that you are committed to helping on a daily basis as they come in and out the doors of our center.  I know their names and I know a tiny piece of the struggles they face as they try to survive on limited time and inadequate resources in the midst of a statewide economic crisis.  I know that they love their children and they want what is best for them, even if they often don’t know how to get there.

I also know the teachers who work on a daily basis to provide the love, care, and education those same children need while their families are at work.  These are people (predominantly women) who have worked full-time for years for sub-standard wages because families simply cannot afford the true cost of quality childcare, resulting in historically low pay for childcare workers.

Childcare providers and families find themselves in a strange and sometime similar bind in our society.  If we do a good job raising children on the limited resources we have, our successes seem to argue that we do not need more resources—“They’re doing okay.  Let’s give the money to someone who really needs it.” If we do a poor job because individual children’s needs are beyond our skills or resources to meet, then it appears we are not a good investment risk—“We can’t give them more money.  They will just squander it.”

But like families everywhere, we in childcare have dreams of what we could accomplish if we had a stable funding base. If we had adequate operating funds we could spend our time and energy focused on the children instead of focused on the financial struggle to keep our doors open for another day, another month or another year.  We would have the capacity to serve families who cannot afford to pay for the care and education they know their children deserve.  We would have time to pursue collaborations with the social service agencies that wonder, “How can we reach out to help families and childcare providers do a better job?”  We would have the energy to get the training that makes working with special needs children a satisfying learning opportunity rather that the fearful prospect that we can’t possibly meet this child’s needs in our setting.  We might even have time to do the documentation that would prove what do we every day makes a measurable difference in the lives of children today and for the rest of their lives.

You have the Early Childhood Framework, which is the outcome of the best thinking of a broad range of people in the early childhood care and education field, hammered out over many months and many meetings.  I urge you to use it.  I also urge you to take to heart that quality childcare is not just one of the strategies.  Rather, it is implicit in three of the six goals that can guarantee “all children develop to their full potential.”

We are counting on all of you to help us help the children and families of Portland.  This is what the voters have agreed to fund and this is what the voters will be looking for as they consider whether to renew and increase these funds in five years.

Hopefully,

Deborah Murray

Associate Director

